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On Feb. 28, the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) command announced a nationwide
unilateral ceasefire to permit peace talks to proceed with the government. A total of 32 FARC fronts
around the country were ordered not to initiate any attacks while efforts continued to begin the
talks. The command said troops should fight only if attacked first. FARC's decision was broadcast
nationwide by radio in a recorded statement by Jacobo Arenas, leader of the FARC. Known as
"Sure Shot," Arenas said the ceasefire would begin at 6 p.m. Tuesday. The government council
coordinating peace efforts had not responded to the ceasefire as of late Tuesday night. President
Virgilio Barco's government has refused to meet with rebels unless they first "show peaceful
intentions" by calling a truce. On Feb. 27, FARC leaders met with members of a peace commission,
comprised of former Liberal Party president Alfonso Lopez Michelsen, Conservative Party leader
and former president Misael Pastrana Borrero, Cardinal Mario Revollo Bravo and Fabio Eceheverria
Correa, president of the National Association of Industrialists. To the present, President Barco's
government has rejected contact with FARC, the National Liberation Army (ELN), the Popular
Liberation Army (EPN), and the indigenous Quintin Lame, which together make up the National
Guerrilla Coordinator (CNG). FARC had insisted that only the CNG could negotiate with the
government. As recently as last week FARC denounced the April 19 Movement (M-19) rebels as
"traitors" for having earlier participated in a ceasefire during peace talks with the government, and
expressing interest to do so once more. Last week, Raul Orejuela Buena, minister of government,
said the guerrillas were manipulating the commission and it had little more chance of success than
Barco's predecessor, Belisario Betancur, experienced in pursuing a ceasefire. Lopez Michelsen,
a member of the peace commission meeting with the rebels on Monday, issued a statement Feb.
28 rejecting the minister's criticism. He said, "Trying to save human lives and put and end to
the spilling of blood, I am disposed to hear all those of good faith and even bad faith who might
have something to suggest." In response to the ceasefire announcement, Defense Minister Jaime
Guerrero asserted that the FARC guerrillas do not wish to return to democratic political life, but
sought to use the ceasefire as an opportunity to strengthen themselves. Guerrero recently accused
FARC of being the final destination of a large arms shipment that left Portugal and was seized by
authorities in Jamaica. FARC is Colombia's oldest and largest guerrilla group. In the past 25 years,
insurrection has caused the deaths of an estimated 76,000 people. In contrast to M-19, FARC, and
Quintin Lame, the guerrilla group known as the People's Revolutionary Army (ERP) has shown
little desire for negotiations. It claimed responsibility for a bomb that exploded Feb. 27 at the Bogota
offices of an US missionary group, the Summer Institute of Linguistics of Duncanville, Texas. Next,
the ELN has recently announced that it will never stop fighting. (Basic data from AP, AFP, 02/28/89)
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